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ABOUT THE EXHIBITION A RIBBON AROUND A BOMB 

 

‘A RIBBON AROUND A BOMB’ were the words André Breton chose to describe Frida Kahlo’s 

artworks during the time of her first solo show in New York in 1938. The title is both, an ode to 

the father of surrealism and to Frida Kahlo, but also a powerful metaphor which functions as a 

perfect reminder of how art was and can always be a limitless weapon of political and emotional 

impact. 

 

Whereas Frida Kahlo’s works center on herself, on her body, soul and pain, Bárbara Moura’s 

inspiration derives from the sheer endless pain of and by humankind in the world. Her art is 

defined by vigilance towards world events and their heart wrenching impact on her. With the 

words of the poet Warsan Shire she explores the atlas, where does it hurt?  (From what they did 

last afternoon  by Warsan Shire). Her personal view and emotions glow as strong as the colours 

she is using, the message is clear and direct. 

 

Formal Bárbara Moura is deeply entangled with the art of Viennese Secession, especially with 

Gustav Klimt and Egon Schiele. She is connecting the personal experience similar to Frida 

Kahlo into surreal paintings, exploring the human subconscious, which is by default, in Sigmund 

Freud’s belief, inherited by the immoral and dark. 

 

Anxiety  is the established image of Sisyphos carrying a weight with no end in sight, but here a 

female figure is burdened with the same black mass that awaits her just one step away from the 

soil-like island she is standing on. Furthermore, in its heart floats the vibrant image of the earth. 

The background is an anonymous camouflage pattern in brown, orange and pink, partly 

repeating and partly opposing the planet captivated in this black cloud of anxiety, evolving 

anxiety in both, the individual in and in front of the drawing. 

 

The exhibition will show a selection of Bárbara Moura’s works of the past years, including new 

works not shown to the public before.  

The artworks are in oil, mixed media and digital drawing.  

Bárbara Moura works mostly with digital drawing, which is the medium most useful for the artist 

to create synchronically to her pulsing inspiration.  

The prints are an edition of one and only available on personal request.  

  



 

 

 

ABOUT BÁRBARA MOURA 
Bárbara Moura is an illustrator from Lisbon, Portugal. 

She graduated in Film from the National Film School of Portugal and then moved to London 

where she did her MA Applied Imagination in The Creative Industries at Central Saint Martins. 

She currently lives in Vienna. 

She is a full time dreamer who uses drawing as a way for political and emotional impact. The 

main subjects of her illustrations are usually feminism, sexuality, global problems or emotional 

struggles, often personalized by self-portraits. 

Her work has been featured in several magazines like Kaltblut (DE), Don't Panic (UK), Made In 

Shoreditch (UK), Charivari (PT), NAILED (US) and Steadfast Art (US). 

Bárbara is currently a contributor for the groundbreaking 'The Establishment' (US) 

(http://www.theestablishment.co) and for 'Charivari Lab' (PT) (http://charivari.pt). 

 

http://godandthedevil.tumblr.com/  

https://www.facebook.com/barbaramouraportfolio/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORGANIZATION 
Organized by Improper Walls. Kulturverein zur Förderung von Kunst und soziokulturelle 

Initiativen. 
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Curated by Elisabeth Hinkel & Julia Florence Boisbouvier 
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